Why the nice smile beneath the heavy load of bricks ? 


Because he is happy to carry them to earn 
something to contribute to the 


Mission Sunday Fund 


of OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
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THE CONGREGATION OF THE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
(White Sisters) 


The Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa was founded in 1869 
by Cardinal Lavigerie to aid the White Fathers in Christianizing the Mohammedan and pagan 
women of Africa and through their means conquer the family and society. The Sisters cooperate 
with the White Fathers in all kinds of catechetical, medical and educational works in 143 mis- 
sions scattered over the vast African Continent. 


Though there are 1600 White Sisters, the number is Jar from being sufficient to cope 
with the present day needs of our missions. Sisters are needed to staff more catechetical classes, 
grammar, high and normal schools, as well as more hospitals, dispensaries, baby welfare centers. 
leprosariums, etc. 


Doctors, nurses, teachers, as well as young girls without any special training, who feel 
called to devote their lives to foreign missionary work, would find ample scope for their zeal 
among the Africans. 


The White Sisters receive their religious training and pronounce their vows in this 
country before leaving for the missions. 


Any young girl who would like to become a White Sister, and thus attain her personal 


sanctification through active work for the evangelization of Africa, may apply to 


Mother Superior 
White Sisters’ Training Center 
R.R. 2. Belleville. Illinois 


SEVERAL GOOD WAYS OF HELPING (a 
THE WHITE SISTERS 
CONTENTS 
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THE MESSENGER OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA is edited and published bi-monthly with ecclesiastical 
approbation by the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters), Metuchen, New Jersey. 
Annual subscription $1.00. Entered as second class matter December 15, 1931, at the post office of } 
Metuchen, New Jersey, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
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Mission Sunday 


HIS year, October 23, will be MISSION 
"| sumpak. The Most Reverend Thomas 

J. McDonnell, National Director of the 
Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
declared it is the most important day of the 
year for the Pontifical Mission Aid Societies. 
His Excellency said: “It is a day when the 
whole Christian world is asked by His 
Holiness to unite as one family, priests, 
religious and laity, in prayer and sacrifice 
for the support of our Catholic missionaries 
and missions all over the world.” 

The following is taken from the message 
delivered to Catholics throughout the world 
by His Excellency, Most Reverend Celso 
Costantini, D.D., President of The Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith and Secre- 
tary of the Sacred Congregation of Propa- 
ganda-Vatican City. 

“The missionary apostolate proceeds with 
an accelerated and vigorous rhythm in Afri- 
ca and it gathers in an ever-increasing har- 
vest. Everywhere works of charity and edu- 
cation flourish, especially seminaries where 
native priests are prepared, the foundation 
of a most promising future. 

“In India the Christian apostolate is also 
winning the laurels of a most cherished fruit 
which has been maturing for a long time as 
foreign missions are transferred to the native 
Church. Foreign missionaries are remaining 
in their posts in order to assist the Indian 
Bishops. This is a marvelous success in 
which, as St. John says, ‘the sower and the 
reaper may rejoice together’ (John 4, 36), 
the sower and the reaper, the foreign mis- 
sionary and the native priest, participate in 
the same joys. 

“In some regions of the Far East, however, 
the missionary Church suffers and bleeds as 
did the Church of the Catacombs. A cry of 
pain rises from those devastated fields, a cry 
of faith and a begging for spiritual and ma- 
terial assistance. It is the mystical body of 
Christ that suffers; and if one member is 
wounded all the others feel it. 

“This is a moment in which, more than 
ever, we ought to have a living spirit of 
Christian solidarity and come to the aid of 
our heroic evangelical messengers with 
prayer, alms and by becoming members of 
the Association for the Propagation of 
the Faith.” 


In Africa as well as in America all Chris- 
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tians are called upon to raise funds to sup- 
port the Society for the Propagation of the 


Faith. In missionland, however, this is not 
a matter of just passing the basket; for the 
Africans, more especially those in the bush, 
have not money at their disposal. They must 
do some extra work or sacrifice some of their 
rare belongings, such as a piece of native 
jewelry, in order to contribute their offering 
for “the Pope's day,” as they call Mission 
Sunday in some parts of Africa. But each 
and every Christian is willing to make some 
sacrifice in order to give to the Holy Father 
for the missions. 

It is easier for the school children, since 
there are always odd jobs at the mission and 
they come to inquire of the Sisters: “Have 
you any work to do for the Pope?” They 
are only too glad to carry water or wood or 
clean around the grounds. It does not mat- 
ter what they do as long as they can earn 
something for the Holy Father's funds. And 
great generosity is hidden under the rough 
exterior of our Negroes. For a half day at 
a time, under a burning sun a ten year old 
boy carried bricks. Two others walked sev- 
eral hours, bent under the weight of heavy 
baskets of potatoes, which they wanted to 
sell so that they too would have something 
to give. 

They measure the value of their gift in 
proportion to the sacrifices they made to be 
able to give it. And joy fills their hearts 
because the Holy Father will be pleased and 
Jesus will be known and loved by their 
pagan brothers. 

We are certain our readers are just as 
generous and that they too will give until 
it hurts on MISSION SUNDAY;; so that, 
their offerings, accompanied with their sac- 
rifices and prayers, will make our dear Lord 
reign in the whole world through the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary. 


ce Aen. Sea ie eae io 
fae te eae 
ind is BF : ahi tes = ae Ms s 
a cae CT eis 2 5 8 Sen ea - 
Re A oe 
7 kao meee Gr eres LS 
ey ais Sates i ey 
Beene eee fai, , 
a)" alee geese os ae ens 
ee ae a ss a meas by me's ee : 
e BP” * | 
Ge i of — 
A a es 7 fe 1% 4 y 
e 4 . “ 
P 4 ' 3 <A 
, i “sill 4 
a “tee ‘ fi je 
” oe F * ‘4 i 4 
-_ eee = i : i us ay 
“ ns > f i 
a ee » ‘ f eo 5 
4 Ts _- ; — : : 
tia Lane eee F 5 - fe 
Ee . a cS 7 # Py “ 
a ay x 5a" Be 
A &. 4 d 
+ ee 
- 
: saa 7 i fs 3 é , p 4? i 
ae | RS nea : : 
Ve se *s Signo en Bs: 
ae ie 4 CS oad : 
ee he I 
os et a ‘5 a 
ae Ses! peal 


Uganda Is Honored 
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The two Knights of St. Gregory leaving 
the Cathedral 


FEW MONTHS ago, Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
A Luka Serwanga, a native priest of 

Uganda became a Domestic Prelate. 
He was the first of his country to receive 
this honor. Then Matthias Kigonya, Min- 
ister of Justice, and Andrew Kyenwa, former 
Chief of the Province, were made Knights 
of the Order of St. Gregory; while Damaso 
Mukasa, Marko Kyeyune and Andrew Sempa 
received the papal medal “Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice.” 


The celebration was held at Rubaga, where 
the beautiful spacious Cathedral was too 
small to hold the crowds that gathered for 
the ceremony. Many had to remain outside. 
The numerous non-Catholics present did not 
hide their admiration and exclaimed: “there 
is nothing comparable with the Catholic 
religion.” 

Our Holy Father has again turned his 
eyes toward Catholic Uganda to honor two 
valorous Christians, Louis Gayiya and Alex- 
ander Kidega, with the papal medal "Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice.” It was not only a day 
of rejoicing for the families and friends of 
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the happy elect, but the whole village and 
Vicariate united for the celebration. 

This time the celebration took place at 
Kisubi. His Excellency Bishop Cabana pre- 
sided at the Throne, while Father Ambrozio, 
the son of Louis, assisted by two White 
Fathers sang Mass. Two priedicu covered 
with red cloth were placed near the Altar 
rail for the elect of the day, while their 
families had reserved places near by. 

Damaso, Marko and Andrew from Uganda 
were present wearing their gold medals; 
while the two Knights of St. Gregory in 
their uniforms and swords at their sides 
assisted in the Sanctuary with the White 
Fathers, White Brothers and native Brothers. 
A special place was also reserved for the 
White Sisters and an imposing group of 
native Sisters, among whom was Sister Ed- 
warda, the daughter of Louis. Happy father 
to have given a priest and a religious to God! 


Monsignor Luka, vested in his purple 
robes, preached the sermon. After speaking 
of the first pillars of the Church, Saint Peter 
and Saint Paul and of their martyrdom at 
Rome, of the Popes their Successors, he 
came to the great Cardinal Lavigerie, who 
offered the Holy Father his young mission- 
aries to bring our holy religion into the 
heart of Africa. “Mapera,” the name given 
to Father Lourdel, the first White Father to 
enter Uganda in 1879, enkindled Faith, and 
this fire of Truth will never be extinguished 
in Uganda. Generations of White Fathers 
have succeeded one another living among 
the Baganda. The White Sisters followed 
in their traces. The fire spread; soon we 
had our first Muganda priest, our first Sisters, 
then our Brothers and at last a Bishop of 
our race! And this is the work of those 
who are sitting near the Altar. God gave 
them to us... They are our fathers in the 
Faith; they came to teach us about God; they 
love us . . . The fire continues to spread; 
the sparks have reached Rome and Rome is 
encouraged; Our Holy Father is pleased and 
this celebration today is another proof of it. 

Monsignor Luka captivated the Congrega- 
tion and the faces, so expressive of our dear 
Christians betrayed their intimate sentiments. 
Numerous large intelligent eyes were filled 
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with tears, tears of happiness, of love of God 
and of the Church. 

After Mass, the Reverend Father Superior 
read the Briefs, which came from Rome. 
Louis and Alexander genuflected before the 
Bishop while he presented the beautiful gold 
medal “Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice’’ in the 
name of the Pope. 

The Bishop rose. The silence was im- 
pressive. All eyes were fixed on this appari- 
tion in white. Then the Beloved Shepherd 
of this peerless fold, told of his happiness 
to reap the fruits of the seed sown in this 
fertile ground by other hands. His Ex- 
cellency said this celebration was to crown 
the humble and obscure work of the White 
Brothers. The first three to receive this 
medal at Rubaga were catechists and teachers, 
but these two, Louis and Alexander, were 
laborers trained by the White Brothers. The 
first was at the head of the brick-work of 
the mission, while the second was a builder 
of Church, convents and schools. Yes, 
Brother Cyprien, Brother Canisius and others 
must be rejoicing in Heaven. 

After the ceremony, the Fathers’ veranda 
was invaded. Everyone wanted to greet and 
congratulate the heroes of the day. Refresh- 
ments were served in Alexander's yard. The 
men were placed on one side, the women on 
the other. In the rear a table was set for His 
Excellency and the priests and Brothers. 
After grace, the children sang and an address 


Louis 
with his 
family 

and aged 


father 


was read to “His Excellency, our beloved 
Father.”’ 

Father Ambrozio said a few words of 
thanks for so much honor and joy; and 
Louis and Alexander added: “Your Excel- 
lency can always count on us. We will never 
work for anyone else but for the mission. 
Only death will be able to separate us 
from you.” 

The Bishop was visibly touched and 
answered: “Among many tribulations there 
are however days of happiness for a Mission- 
ary Bishop.” He expressed the wish that the 
younger generation would follow in the 
footsteps of these veterans of Catholic Ac- 
tion always and everywhere. Then address- 
ing the elect of the day: “You, Louis, con- 
tinue to make bricks and tiles; and I have 
chosen you, Alexander, and no other to 
build my Junior Seminary.” There was 
great applauding and each one wanted to 
thank the Bishop as they gathered round 
the car that was to take him away. 

The crowd dispersed and everyone re- 
turned home. The next morning, Father 
Ambrozio said Mass in his father’s chapel 
and Sister Edwarda assisted with her family. 

Yes, the fire enkindled in 1879 has not 
been extinguished; it has spread and will 
embrace all of Uganda all of Africa. 


Sister M. John Felix, W. S. 
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The White Sisters on Excursion 


HE word EXCURSION, having a prom- 
aa. place in the White Sisters’ vocabu- 

lary, very often falls from their lips. In 
fact, they can neither speak nor write otf 
their missionary activities without this word 
claiming a place as large as it deserves. For 
the White Sisters, the word EXCURSION 
Were they 
asked to state precisely the particular under- 


has a significance of its own. 


lying meaning, they would probably answer 
vaguely enough: “There are all kinds of 
EXCURSIONS.” 

Yes, all kinds of EXCUR- 
SIONS” and perhaps an explanation of what 
the White Sisters’ EXCURSIONS are, and, 


consequently, what they are not, may interest 


“there are 


our readers. 


The mere mention of the word brings to 
mind a pleasant journey, an agreeable outing, 
a delightful tour; but these synonyms never 
cross the White Sisters’ lips. They instinc- 
tively feel that these words would give quite 
a different idea of their charitable rounds in 
the native villages. 

However, at first sight, one might be 
inclined to qualify as tourists the two Sisters 
ascending on mule back the narrow path 
along the edge of a mountain in Kabylia, or 
more so, the intrepid Missionaries who make 
use of the “King of the Sand,” the vigorous 
camel, to cross the arid rocks and sand hills 
of the great Sahara. Now that means of 
travel have been greatly modernized even 
in Africa, in order to accomplish more good 
in less time, they willingly accept the offer 
of a car; but the more often they go on foot. 
The distance to be covered and the means 
of conveyance are of little consequence. The 
Sisters do not stop to consider these minor 
details; yet they do admire the beauties of 
nature along the road, beauties that ever 
raise hearts and thoughts to the Creator. He 
bending over His Messengers of charity, 
will count the stones on their path, their 
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steps in the moist sand, through the thick 
forests or on the slippery ravine but all 
this is just a preparation. 

You will easily understand there is no 
question of standing enraptured before beau- 
tiful scenery or dreamily gazing upon the 
No, it 


is to accomplish God's work, to be His in- 


restful sights of picturesque nature. 


struments of mercy toward unfortunate be- 
ings that the White Sisters go on EXCUR- 
SION. Yes, it is to look for misery — but 
what am I saying — to look for? Does it 
not present itself under every form, deep, 
intense, acute? And even when it is hidden 
the Missionaries find it by intuition. They 
go from door to door nursing the sick, com- 
forting the afflicted and encouraging the 
disheartened. 

If the village has not yet been explored, 
the first known the 
Missionaries; to lessen fanatical prejudices 
and mistrust; to show that the only aim of 
their appearance in the village is to do good; 


visits tend to make 


and then, to have doors thrown open 
to them. 

The beginning is not always easy — our 
first Sisters had doors slammed in_ their 


faces and dogs let loose on them — but one 
meets with so many occasions to render 
service, to relieve suffering that preventions 
give place to confidence. A trinket or the 
treasures of a first aid kit very often suffice; 
then when the Sisters feel they have ingra- 
tiated themselves, they ask: “Why do you 
not come to the dispensary?” Later on the 
question will be: “Why do you not send 
your little girl to the work room?” The 
answer is always negative at first, but after 
a few visits it will be: "I would like to 
‘and then it is not long before a 
wild, frightened little one arrives at the 
workroom where she will quickly make her- 
self at home. 


but 


It is the Sisters’ EXCURSIONS to the 
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native villages that people the workrooms 
where the girls are taught the laws of morali- 
ty, while learning to earn an honest liveli- 
It is the Sisters’ EXCURSIONS that 
bring sufferers abandoned by all, to the hos- 


hood. 


pitals, who, on witnessing the devotion and 
charity of their nurses cry out: “You are so 
good, your religion must be the true one!” 
Again it is their EXCURSIONS that keep 
the Sisters in touch with former workers, 
the little ones of yesterday who have grown 
into young girls, and who, because of the 
Mohammedan law of seclusion, are obliged 
to remain at home. 

You should witness the welcome the Sis- 
ters receive on entering a village when the 
cries of the children: ‘The Sisters are here! 
The Sisters are here!” notify the elders. 
And when they enter the interior court re- 
served for women, the young girls come 
from all corners, happy to confide their joys, 
but the more often, their sorrows and anxi- 
eties to their teachers of happy bygone days. 

Again, it is on EXCURSIONS that the 


Missionaries see the natives at work, coming 


and going in a word their way of living. 
Better than any book these visits enlighten 
them on the native mentality, customs, super- 
stitions and on the language with its local 
peculiarities, which no book mentions. And 
while exercising a beneficent influence over 
the natives in their villages, while teaching 
them cleanliness and hygiene, the Sisters are 
informed by one or the other of a sick child, 
of a newly settled family in the village, of 
every affair that has or will take place in 
their midst. 

In fine, EXCURSIONS are the means that 
establish between the Missionaries and the 
Natives a current of sympathy that is an 
essential condition for the success of all mis- 
EXCUR- 
SIONS, slowly but surely, one learns to 
know not only cach home but also each soul. 


sionary activities. Through the 


Is it not the rude but indispensable work of 
clearing the way that prepares for an abun- 
dant harvest ? 

Yes, and because this is understood, more 
than ever, the White Sisters 
EXCURSION. 


will go on 


Off for an EXCURSION in the Sahara 


37 


om + Re ea eee : e * 5 
Bea a F b Bocee, epe 2 De en ie ay ’ 
s 
- 
i : 
EG ee os PT ee 
ee» ge Z * f , i ie 
ee ‘ A = 
ew KA : — 
& o &@ a Pie: ee oe i 
oes . Hg Sis : 
eae ad ~ 3 5 ee 
a ™ ogee ” 
- , ae eM a 
i ee ey . 
i a ; ‘ : Pe 
% gee ia eee ; 
ee og, ae i > ee pa 
oe ar Beh Se em eas os as ee ee eM ae S ie eT — : 
hshyin’ Pg ie Lite ol eae Ae 3B CM BES SE a eae ee e 5 
agit Bates as a % cae ae " he a ea ag a é os pia ei eae ee: ae = Aig 
ee se ‘ oe ie << fla ere, Mr, Cs 4 Sheree Nity ec ee ees Bs 
oe Oe ‘eo a es, oder. aia OF et Bx. a ee tial mes = 
Rf ne eee *e oe gee. omer eS a mis Pe See, 2% rea 2 nm 
i shane. veel _ ae Erg ate ee alg a OSes , oe i Pa. s 
ee eo Se . 7 em PEN ea eS 5 ga og eee en F coe 
Fe te etl Bs ke ER + y- Pees re ae ‘ poe d 
= » fp lie ager ee ER Tee ¥% ee sue a8? mei i fi Fe je 
EE ad ie gps —— ©  , be > it ’ Ge (odes : ‘ 
fie i ‘ r 3 “2 PE. eS 5 we errs eke * Pe 
err ee ee te. fae pace te ae me sii 
bike “os hho os _. eee Be me ae tem Migs ss a LS, i PS Se 
4 ee ri Ba OO Se ee ae Bagsna? i i . im ae pa ea , ee 
‘le ey Ro ‘2 ee sae eer > Es Z ee = gi aortas Gs 3 Y % op 
ee Bee ee ee 1. & 3 eas _ sits Se ; a 
a iE ve 1S ai Bo Ps ee ead e Seek he Le eee: © ~ oe 
Sit est i \ ce ee ee : poate: as 6 ae ot 
wehbe he ‘Soe t = bs, dea eg ee i < 
Pa cans he “tee a... 2 fF" i ee | ~e oot iat q' ; Rs i 
ON oe Si ES Be Bee eye “! A ae aes fee ‘ : ae 
Sg ee eee ‘4 eo Ee Ses aie 1p , E a ae =. ; 
ee agers ’ ty Oa : 3 Rg ae so IN ag 1S oe : 
ee caret Wo) eos ead ei hee, ee, ae ee ee in -. 
PCP Oe RH ie Se ee ——_ ee eee , ee 
a ees en's ae a eS oe te ie ks. becca is ge: aa a. ey 
of ne Sere Saree ah, ne: i. EO Fe ie. og 
pris oe ee geome ‘ . ae a ie rt ee AOD i irk te s a Y, a 
ae oe ek Ee eS, OOS ick gs ia PS es ; o 
Renee «ag a : FLEE ag oO EE MI re ee ei cet OR a Re ae a : 
Ta os saa a Mei OL See Om ah a Ae CRE PUM ee Be Ia agen. 5 - 
GO ey gen Wea pa eee? te, Cg Laake fe ames, aaa eee nae ae ‘ = 
re a es te a a he eR es ee : a he : - 
baa ee ee ae ii RO eee ihe ES TE ee ‘ 
S99" > : i ee ee es ee 8 : 
ee ——————_—_— ES | 
ee Tw, eee i>) a iene Dee ike Ses ee oe 4 * 
Baie Sat eae ai, a * fee te , 5 
. Pe aes NE eee. ae 5 ae Or nae rit = 


nell 


ee 


Foe eg AE a 


VERY NIGHT around the amber glow 
E of lamplight you will find our five 
heads; it is the hour of recreation. 
While enjoying this respite in the day’s 
responsibilities, our fingers fly nimbly to 
mend a too worn habit, fashion a flimsy but 
lovely tabernacle veil, or patch the hole in 
one of the pupil’s garment. The conversa- 
tion flows in a lighthearted and spontaneous 
gaiety revealing a true and sincere affection. 
Since morning cach had been busy with the 
task to which she had been assigned by 
obedience; two in school, one at the convent, 
one in the dispensary, and one to an adult 
housekeeping class. Now that the day’s 
work is finished, we have come together and 
each exchanges the happenings of the day: 
the newest escapade of a wayward pupil, an 
amusing incident in the homemaking class 
caused by the inexperience of a young fian- 
cee, the serious condition of a patient at the 
dispensary who has taken a turn for the 
worse and is nearing death. We empty our 
hearts of searing disappointments, and think 
of beautiful dreams for the future, knowing 
full well the task that confronts us for 
you see, we are only five at Dano. Now 
Dano is only an insignificant village on the 
Gold Coast, but around it there are some 
7000 baptized souls who still need to be 
taught how to practise Christianity in their 
daily lives; and there are 25,000 pagans yet 
to be converted. The White Fathers work 
among these pagans striving with prayer and 
example to win them for Christ. And we 
are only five to help them: five poor little 
White Sisters, who fecl acutely their inade- 
quacy; and who would like to multiply 
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A 


Teacher 
to help 
in the 

School... 


their number, their knowledge, their effi- 
ciency tenfold. 

Yes, what we need is another sister — at 
least a sixth White Sister. 


A TEACHER 
One that has a teacher's certificate to 
teach in our school of 200 pupils would be 
ideal. There could be three or four hundred 
children next year but, as I have already 
said, there are only two of us to teach. To 
ease the situation she could be principal, one 
who could drive, and inspect the 8 or 10 
village schools which might be under former 
pupils around whom nearby children could 
gather: for since all our 200 pupils live at 
the mission and are at our complete responsi- 
bility and expense, the number must of 
necessity be limited. Each village should 
have a school where catechism and some 
lessons in morality could be taught and where 
the children could be given at least a mini- 
mum of elementary knowledge. But a sister 
would be needed to visit these centers scat- 
tered in the bush to encourage, direct and 
supervise to be acquainted with their 
needs and difficulties and make opportunities 
available to those who are above average. 
Such a one would be received with joy in 
the many villages where the Sisters are 
rarely seen. A new song, a story illustrating 
a Christian virtue, a word of encouragement, 
a holy card or medal given here and there 
these little things could accomplish so 
much to turn hearts to God. And at night 
our sister would return to Dano, tired, no 
doubt, but, oh, so happy in the realization 
of having brought souls closer to the Eternal 
Truth. 


What 
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at We Yecd Fs.... 


A NURSE 


The sixth sister could also be a nurse 
even a doctor. Two would not be too many 
at the dispensary where there are so many 
lepers, so many feverish, sickly babies, and 
young inexperienced mothers who do not 
know what to do for them. We dream of 
a milk station for the undernourished chil- 
dren, of a maternity hospital where many 
of the harmful customs of the natives could 
be discouraged, such as the custom of laying 
the new born baby under the nearest tree. 
Yes, we need a sixth sister to teach the 
women that a tiny baby needs some clothes 
to cover its delicate body. That it needs 
something more than a handful of sharp 
grass to lie on. That it needs proper food 
and must be kept clean. 

If our nurse or doctor is robust and likes 
to walk, she could also make the rounds to 
visit the sick scattered in the bush. There 
are so many who are not able to come to us 
and who are desperately in need of someone 
to go to them. 


A MUSICIAN 


If we may be permitted another requisite 
for our sixth sister it would be that she sing 
well — not a professional or an opera star, 
just that she might have a pleasing voice; 
because the Dagaris sing atrociously flat. 
They like to sing and dream of a mixed 


...A Nurse 
to care 
for the 

sick 
in the 
bush. 


choir some day but are incapable of sounding 
a single note that is true. 


In the evening the children crowd around 
begging: “Aren't we going to sing tonight, 
Sister, one of the beautiful songs of the 
church perhaps?” And how resist them 
even if after a day in the class room Sister 
has no voice left. 

If our talented sister decided to train a 
four voice choir, she could easily have 300 
members: all the school children, men of all 
ages for bass and tenor, many women, the 
student catechists, even heads of families with 
grey and bushy beards — and all this crowd 
would respond with childlike docility to the 
direction of her sensitive white hand. 

Would you understand if I wished this 
ambidextrous sister could also dance? The 
little ones instinctively catch the rhythm in 
their supple bodies and would be enthralled 
to be able to perform before their proud and 
beaming mothers. Dancing, as well as sports, 
enjoy a great popularity in our day — per- 
haps too much, but they can be utilized for 
the greater honor and glory of God. 


A SEAMSTRESS 


Without disdaining the more cultural, let 
us look at the practical side too — a seam- 
stress would be a pearl for Dano. A degree 
would not be required nor need she be a 
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What We Need Is... 


(Concluded from preceding page ) 


Parisian designer; but if our sixth sister 
could cut and sew, she would be a treasure. 
Those of the village, for the most part, have 
always worn the costume of the garden of 
Eden. Though everyone wears some clothing 
at present, the women still depend on the 
trees of the bush for theirs; and the babies 
are wrapped in a sunbeam. We try to accus- 
tom our pupils to wear clothing: the boys 
have little shorts and the girls a sort of skirt 
made by winding a piece of material around 
their waist — neither large enough to suit 
them but both too large for our purse. 

As there are no public officials of any kind 
at Dano, no post office, nor streets, nor 
stores, but only the mission which is the 
center of all its claim on civilization, it is 
here that the natives come with the checks 
they receive for rice or peanuts. Running 
they wave their fortune in their hand and 
shout, “Kparo” (money). 


“A garment, Sister,” they shout excitedly. 

“For whom?” 

“For me.” 

“How come?” 

“Kparo.” 

That is all. No need for further words 
for each understands. What difference the 
article or color, dress or shirt, as long as it 
can be worn! 

Each sister has her own work which 
presses her from morning to night pupils 
to teach, sick to attend; but how can she send 
away these darkies with empty arms, whose 
supplicant eyes tear her heart. They would 
never understand that you just have not the 
time to make them a suitable garment. Then 
there is the young mother who rattles a few 
coins while showing them to her little son, 
“Kparo,” she says, and will wait for 3 or 4 
hours on the steps until a sister comes and 
gives her some little garment. And the poor 
little lad covered with dust who, with the 
power of tears, has extracted a few pennies 
from his father for a pair of shorts! What 
an occasion it is — his first pair of shorts! 
Go tell him you have none to give him! 
.. . Even if you do, he will not leave but 


40 


will plead with each sister, patiently, quietly: 
"Shorts, Sister.” Night comes and he is still 
there pacing tirelessly back and forth show- 
ing his pennies and begging: “Shorts, Sister, 
shorts.” Yes, we decidedly need a seamstress. 


A MILLINER 


In fact, any aptitude could be put to good 
use at Dano. If God would send us a 
milliner, accustomed to velvets and ribbons, 
she would still be welcome at Dano. How 
come? The Natives realize the superiority 
of the head over the rest of the body and 
are willing to sacrifice all the rest for an 
outstanding head dress. Have you never 
seen a young man stand confidently with an 
air of superiority with a cane in his hand 
and a soft hat on his head? It is much the 
same with the natives. But will we ever 
become accustomed to their coiffures? Yes, 
a hattcr in Dano would be quite the thing. 
But alas, one has always had to go to the 
Gold Coast to acquire these articles of lux- 
ury; but they need not any more, not since 
the White Sisters have taken to fabricating 
hats, caps and hoods. 

Yes, it is true, we make a business of cre- 
ating hats. How would it be possible for us 
to board all the pupils, buy the material for 
their clothes, furnish the books and other 
school room necessities? Either we had to 
find the way to make some money to keep 
the school going, or send the children away. 
There were those who had already reached 
the fifth year and should we abandon all the 
work that had gone before; abandon those 
who show promise of vocations, the hope of 
the Church and their nation? No, better 
that we fashion hats and other articles of 
clothing out of the odds and ends that we 
are able to accumulate, for in making them 
we save the school, protect the children and 
assure their education. 

Any other number of aptitudes could 
accomplish equally great marvels. To tell 
the truth, we could use five or six sisters. If, 
however, our sixth sister is a real missionary ; 
if she loves God above all things and burns 
with zeal to make others love Him; if she 
is humble, sincere, joyful — even if she 
can do none of these things, let her come; 
for only sanctity can touch the heart, and 
without it, the rest is as nothing. 

These are the thoughts, the words, the 
hopes, the dreams, as fingers fly and our 
five heads bow in the amber glow of lamp- 
light at Dano. 

Sister Elizabeth of the Trinity 
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ECHOES FROM AFRICA 


From Toma, in the French Soudan we received 
the following: 

Little Jean has a new piece of cloth. “Who 
gave you your new cloth and why are you wearing 
it today?" asked one of the Sisters, as she met the 
little one beaming with joy. “Mama did,” replied 
Jean. “She said today is Sunday. Put on your new 
cloth and go show it to Jesus.” 


An old woman, the guardian of the little 
boys who remain at the mission, came to have the 
Sisters wish her a “Happy Feast.” She was in 
great pain and could hardly walk. “Well, Ann,” 
said one of the Sisters, “I see God has given you 
a nice present for your feast, hasn't He?” “O, 
Sister, that’s nothing. Didn't Jesus have to suffer 
a great deal before He died? So IT am glad to 
suffer a little for Him.” 


“Then it is understood,’ the Missionary said 
trying to puzzle the science of the little ones 
“Penance is one of the Sacraments that can be 
received but once.” 


“No, no,” came the quick reply,” the Sisters 
receive it every week.” 

of climate will give me fever. Will you give me 

a small quantity of quinine? It is colder in my 

village than here at Mombassa, so I shall probably 


Raphael, our faithful servant, was given a catch a cold. I should like to have a little cough- 
vacation in order to return to his home in Uganda syrup too. I also think I shall need something 
to see his family and friends. Before leaving, he for a headache. You know my friends will be so 
called at the dispensary and said to the Sister glad to see me that they will talk until my 
in charge: head aches.” 

“You know I am going home and the change Now say the Negroes are not foresighted! 


PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 


If one has the desire to pioneer, to blaze the trail which makes for imperishable great- 
ness let him or her consider the vocation to the religious life. Our scientists, deep in research, 
are encouraged by their desire to alleviate the physical ills of mankind. Our priests, brothers 
and sisters, whether in the hospitals or laboratories oj this or mission lands, devise new means to 
help, not merely the physical, but the spiritual ailments of the unfortunate under their care. 


If youth desires fame of the immortal kind, indestructible in the face of time and decay. 
let him heed the voice which quietly urges him “Come follow me.” 


If youth wants to acquire the essence of bravery let him give careful thought to the 

idea of a life dedicated to God! 
—Rev. George J. Hurley, Springfield, Mass.. 
Director of The Society for the Propagation oj the Faith. 
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The Berber Beggar Girl 


NE MORNING, the Sister in charge 

of the dispensary opened the door to 

a little girl of about twelve suffering 
acutely from a diseased foot. She was 
clothed in tatters and her pitiful little face 
was half hidden by her hair which escaped 
from the ragged kerchief loosely knotted 
around her head. Her appearance was pa- 
thetic; but what struck the Sister most was 
the frank expres- 
sion of her big 
clear eyes, unusual 
in Mohammedan * 


children who lose f 


their innocence - 
and 
early. 
asked 
from 
came. 


candor very 
The Sister 

the girl 
where she 


Timidly at first, 
but becoming con- 
fident under Sis- 
ter’s benevolent 
gaze, she told her 
story thus: ‘I 
came from Bougic 
with my father, a 
professional beg- 
gar, who obliges 
me to accompany 
him all over the 
country.’ Her 
weary little limbs 
knew every road 
in Kabylia, Exhib- 
iting her as an ob- 
ject of pity, her 
father hoped to 
soften the hearts 
of those who saw 
her and thereby 
to receive alms. 

The Sister told 
the child that her 
sore foot had to 
be rested and healed before she could set out 
again and offered her hospitality at the 
Mission. “Here you will be taught how to 
earn your livelihood otherwise than by 
begging.” 

Zaina, for that was the girl’s name, was 
delighted with the offer but she had to 
obtain her father’s permission. To our sur- 
prise, the old beggar raised no objection 


Zaina at her loom 
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but reserved the right to reclaim his daugh- 
ter when the course of his wanderings 
brought him back again. 

The girl showed evident signs of her 
happiness in this new life. Naturally re- 
served and delicate, the child of the road 
displayed extraordinary characteristics of 
modesty and refinement indicative of win- 
ning dispositions. She spoke very little, 
meanwhile keenly 
observing every- 
thing around her 
and quickly learn- 
ing the secrets of 
carpet weaving. 
She became one of 
our best workers. 


Zaina never en- 
tered the Chapel 
nor joined in the 
prayers; and while 
the catechism was 
being taught in 
the workroom, 
she continued to 
weave at her 
loom. However, 
she was uncon- 
sciously and grad- 
ually absorbing 
the lessons in 
which she took no 
active part. Later 
on, she began to 
imitate the other 
girls in their re- 
ligious practices ; 
then, one day she 
asked — permission 
to go to Mass. 

Zaina’s first vis- 
it to the Chapel 
was an extraordin- 
ary experience for 


her and she was 
full of curiosity 
concerning cverything she saw there. The 


statues greatly puzzled her. Thinking she 
was in the presence of living beings standing 
rigid in their places, Zaina became fright- 
encd. When she was assured that they were 
but representations of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, she timidly passed her hand over 
their plaster robes, fect and hands; then she 
gently touched their faces. From that day 
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she manifested a sincere wish to become a 
Catholic. 


Being gifted with an excellent memory, 
Zaina quickly assimilated the religious in- 
structions. Moreover, she learned to read 
with such earnestness that in a very brief 
time she could follow the Mass in her 
prayerbook. 

Eight happy months went by; then the 
beggar returned. Zaina was no longer the 
delicate, ailing child he had left behind. The 
regular healthy life at the Mission had made 
of her a tall, strong handsome girl. It was 
her misfortune: the old beggar’s only 
thought in finding his daughter so well and 
beautiful was to have her married; so as to 
collect the large dowry that could be claimed 
for a girl so healthy and useful, and he 
decided to take her back home. 

Zaina was in despair; she wept and plead- 
ed and we tried to convince her father of the 
advantages of leaving his daughter at the 
workroom. Nothing could move the old 
beggar and he ordered Zaina to be ready to 
leave the next morning. The poor girl spent 
the night in tears and the next morning we 
saw her go with deep regret. She promised 
to be faithful to all our teachings and she 
said she would pray to the Blessed Virgin 
for her speedy return. The separation was 
painful for all. We hardly hoped to see the 
girl again but we confided her to our Blessed 
Mother and daily remembered her in 
our prayers. 

Mary has never been invoked in vain. 
About six months later we heard joyous 
shouts from the girls and one came running 
to announce: “Sister, Sister, Zaina is back; 
she is there in the yard.” Yes, she was there, 
but how changed! Pale, thin, exhausted, 
dumb with fatigue and emotion; she leaned 
against the wall for support; only her eyes 
expressed the joy she felt at being with 
us once more. 

When she was rested and refreshed, Zaina 
related her story thus: “The morning we 
left you, we started for our village. On 
arriving my father took me to my Aunt’s 
house where I was to stay until my marriage. 
This was very quickly arranged as an ad- 
vantageous dowry was offered for me. I 
plainly declared I did not want to be mar- 
ried and that, if I were married by force, I 
would run away the first timie I was sent to 
the fountain or to the fields. My father 
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and relatives were stupefied at my resistance, 
hitherto unheard of in a Kabylian girl. 1 
was forbiden to leave the hut and everything 
was done to bend my will. Caresses and 
promises were followed by threats and even 
blows, but all were useless. I would not say 
the CHAHADA (Mohammedan prayer), but 
constantly prayed to SIDNA AISSA AND 
LALLA MARIAMA (Jesus and Mary). 

“At last, my aunt gave up all hopes of 
overcoming my resolve and she said to my 
father: “Take her back to the Mission; we 
will never bring her to reason, and if she 
stays here, she will only bring shame on us.’ 

“After much argument, my father said he 
had no use for such a daughter and that he 
would take me back to the mission. On the 
appointed day, I rose early, happy as I had 
never hoped to be again, and set out with 
my father. However, to punish me for my 
revolt, he hurried me so, walking as fast as 
he could, that I was soon exhausted. Having 
been deprived of food for two days, I felt 
very weak and my feet bled, but it matters 
little now that I am home again.” 

Zaina resumed her life at the Mission. 
She is a beautiful young girl, pious, indus- 
trious, knowing how to read and write and 
keep house. As she is still under the tute- 
lage of her father, she cannot, to her great 
regret, be baptized, but we hope that a 
Christian marriage will soon liberate her. 


A White Sister in Kabylia 
‘SGA 


OBITUARY 


We recommend to the prayers of our Readers 
the souls of: 


His Excellency, The Most Rev. W. Hughes, W. F., 
Internuncio of Egypt and Palestine. 


Rev. F. Ladislas, W. F. 

Sr. Gertrude, W.S. 

Sr. Anastasia, W.S. 

Sr. Christiana, S. P. S. F. 

Sr. John de la Lande, W. S. 

Mrs. Cooke, Washington, D.C., Guild Promoter. 
Mrs. Anna Healey, Jersey City, Guild Member. 
Mr. Frank Armstrong, Jersey City. 

Mr. Jakubowicz, Clinton, Mass. 

Mr. John Belcourt, Laconia, N. H. 
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Will It Be Granted ? 


A poor leper passed away. Although his 
body had gradually fallen into decay, his 
soul, regenerated and fortified by the sacra- 
ments of Holy Mother the Church, went to 
mect his Redeemer. 

The Father Superior gave orders for the 
burial. Four jovial fellows were to dig the 
grave in the cemetery reserved for the vic- 
tims of leprosy. Then they were to bring 
the body to the threshold of the Church 
where the Missionary would give the 
absolution. 

Two, three and four hours had elapsed 
since the orders were given and nothing was 
seen or heard of the grave-diggers. The 
Father Superior, tired of waiting, sent a 
messenger in search of them. He returned a 
half-hour later followed by the men. 

“Didn't I give you 
morning?” asked Father. 


some orders this 


"Yes, Father, and we've finished,” replied 
the liveliest. The others grinned at the 
prospect of a pinch of salt or some tobacco 
in compensation for the task accomplished. 

“Finished! How! What do you mean ts 


(t Blind Wan’s Prayer 


A Sister in making her round of visits stopped 
in front of the hut of old Josefu, known as the 
Blind One, who spent a part of each day fervently 
praying to God whom he expected to see soon in 
all His Glory. She lingered to listen, admiring in 
her heart the loftiness of this improvised prayer: 

“My God,” cried the Blind One, “You, yes 
You only, and the missionaries have pity on poor 
Josefu; everybody else has abandoned him. Why, 
my God, is it necessary that I suffer so? It is a 
mystery to me. Never,” said he, lifting his hands 
towards heaven, “Never have these hands stooped 
to prepare poison to bewitch anyone, not even my 
enemies! My God, you know that when my 
enemies persecuted me I hid in the jungle alone 
with You! The lion came and the leopard visited 
me, the serpent slipped by close to me, but I 
said to them: ‘My friends, listen to me! If I have 
ever done anybody an injury of any kind do not 
spare me, tear me to picces, strike clear to the 
bone! If IT have never harmed anyone then please 
do not touch me.” And the lion and the leopard 
went away in one direction, the serpent slipped 


away in another. 
“Then why, my God, why is it that; since I 
lost my sight and became your child, no one 


among my own people, not even my children, pay 
any attention to me? 

“My God, You know what I am, I am not the 
sun, or the grass or the dew. No, I am more than 
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finished? Where is the corpse?” asked 
the Missionary. 

Father, he is buried.” 

“Where?” 

“Yes, Father, he is buried and well buried. 
We said to ourselves, there is no need of 
bothering Father about him. Since we have 
seen the dead buried so often, we can now 
do it ourselves. So we took the holy-water 
and after sprinkling the four corners of the 
grave, we let down the leper and covered 
the hole. Then, we threw the rest of the 
holy-water over the grave and here we are 
at your service.” 


“Buried! By whom? 


The Father Superior, listening to the in- 
genuous account of their exploit, wondered 
what would be their next enterprise. He 
explained that anyone cannot so easily sub- 
stitute for a priest. The Negroes replied 
in surprise: 

“Father, we may baptize the dying and you 
forbid us to bury the dead which is much 
easier. When we baptize a pagan we must 
instruct him and answer all his arguments, 
whereas the dead man does not say anything. 
Listen, Father, you had better ask our Holy 
Father the Pope to give us the permission to 
bury the dead since we may baptize the 
dying. It would facilitate things for you.” 


these. I am Josefu, your child, whom you have 
redeemed. I know that I am blind, but I know 
that You will give me sight again in Heaven and 
then all will know that I have spoken truly when 
I] say I am more than the sun, more than the grass, 
more than the dew, because then, even 1, your 
child, shall see Your Face.” 
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A Native Doctor Writes 


Doctor Adrian Atiman was a slave boy 
ransomed by the White Fathers in 1876. 
After a good education at the Fathers’, 
Cardinal Lavigerie sent him with others to 
study medicine at Malta. Having completed 
his medical studies at the University of 
Malta, Doctor Atiman offered his services 
to His Eminence as a Catechist-Doctor for 
whatever mission in which he would be use- 
ful. In 1888 he embarged for Tanganyika 
with some White Fathers, where he has 
labored unstintingly ever since. At present, 
though he is 84 years old, Doctor Atiman 
is still at the head of the dispensary of 
Karema. His son Joseph was one of the 
first priests of the Vicariate to be ordained. 


Doctor Atiman with his assistant and the staff 
of the Maternity Hospital 


The following letter was sent to Mr. Sief- 


fert, a brother to one of our Sisters, whose medical books to the Dispensary of Karema. 
Company, The Rigidtest Products, Inc., has Thinking it would interest our readers we 
for some years past sent medicaments and asked permission to publish it. 


Mr. Alex Sieffert 
President of Rigidtest Products, Inc. Karema, Tanganyika 
Chicago, America. June 1, 1949 


My dear Friend: 


No doubt, you have heard of the departure of your sister, Mother Paul Marie. 
for Europe, for a well deserved rest. Fortunately, she was accompanied by the Sister who 
nursed her when she had typhoid fever. This malady left Mother very weak. I have written 
to know how she is getting along. One likes to hear about old friends. 


Your preparation for the treatment of lepers is efficacious. It acts rapidly and 
surely on wounds. It “blanches the patient,” a sign that progress is made with the treatment. 


You should have seen how it was demanded at Karema; and I must say, too 
much so, for the provision you so kindly sent us was very quickly consumed. Our Karemiens. 
who received so much benefit from it, asked me to thank you for them. It is with all my 
heart that I do so. 


Since then, the lepers do not come so often to the dispensary, because they have 
less confidence in chaulmoogra injections, 


By pity for these poor members of Christ, we hold out our hands once more in 
their favor and beg you to send us some more by post. if possible. 


The White Fathers and White Sisters prepared a feast for the sixtieth anniversary 
of my arrival here. There was a High Mass and a sermon for the occasion by the Reverend 
Father Superior. I was given a place of honor in the Sanctuary and a dinner was served at 
the Fathers’. Since it was impossible for Bishop Siedle to be present at the feast, His 
Excellency very kindly sent a representative. It gave me great joy to feel the devotedness 
and gratitude of the Missionaries; it was a little glory on earth in waiting that of Heaven. 


Something else extraordinary took place at Karema recently. A hippopotamus 
came furtively one night and hid itself in a swamp near the mission. But Father Jobidon sent 
a bullet through its head. It is regrettable that you were too far away to enjoy some oj this 
delicious meat. 


A thousand thanks for the photograph you sent. It gave me great pleasure. 1 
am enclosing one that Father Jobidon took for me. 


Yours gratefully, 
, ApriaAN ATIMAN, Doctor 
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